PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 



Application No. 09/319,243 Confirmation No.: 2663 

Applicant Ping Liong Tjoa 

Filed June?, 1999 

Title Training Apparatus 

TC/A.U. 3764 

Examiner L. Hamilton 

Docket No. TJOA3001/FJD 

Customer No. 23364 



REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION EN BANC 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA. 22202-3514 

Sir: 

Receipt of the DECISION ON APPEAL issued on March 4, 2010 is gratefully 
acknowledged. 

This request is intended to bring to the attention of the Board several points 
arising from the DECISION which require reconsideration as they arise from an 
incorrect application of technology and the law. 

(1) 

On page 8 of the DECISION, it is stated: "[a]ccordingly, Bosko's barbell 
structurally meets the limitations of claim 12." This is technically incorrect. On page 

7 of the DECISION, the board states that: "Bosko portrays In its Fig. 7 a 

conversely concave region on its side toward said intermediate element." What 
Bosko shows in Fig. 7 is a bar 52 with threaded connections at each end 
for receiving a connector to which a container 50, 51 is attached. The containers 
are spherical and as such do not contain a "conversely concave region." The 
"conversely concave region" is a transition region between the "spherical region" of 




U.S. Pat. Appl. 09/319,243 



the end element and the "turning region" which leads to the intermediate element. 
Bosko has a complete sphere and a rod, which are joined together without any 
transition. To conclude otherwise is to ignore real structural differences. 

(2) 

On page 8 of the DECISION, the Board states: " [a]s to whether Bosko is too 
massive to be adapted to the palm, we must first construe the term *adapted\...The 
disclosure"[s]o far as we can see, the only general requirement for such suitability is 
that the palm be able to contact the surface. So we construe the term adapted to 
the palm of the hand to mean structured so the palm can be in contact with." Then 
on page 9, the Board concludes "[c]learly, the spherical elements in Bosko's Fig. 7 
allow such contact." 

On page 6, the Board states the well settled law that "...a patent applicant is 

entitled to be his or her own lexicographer although an inventor is free to define 

the specific terms used to describe the invention, this must be done with reasonable 
clarity, deliberateness, and precision..." Well and good, but then the Board 
proceeds to inject the following: "[t]he ordinary and customary meaning of *adapf is 
to make suitable to or fit for a specific use or situation." If this is the definition, then 
why is the Board relying on a definition that does not derive from the one quoted, 
i.e., "contact." This usage does not, it is respectfully submitted, follow from the 
definition. Another definition is found in Webster's New International Dictionary, on 
page 23 which defines "adapt" to mean "to conform." In either definition, "contact" 
does not follow, yet the Board chose "contact" so that the rejection could be 
affirmed. A better definition, friendlier to applicant, and therefore to be preferred by 
the law, would be "conform." Such a definition clearly avoids the rejection, because 
the spheres of Bosko most certainly do not conform to the palm of the users hand. 

The Board is urged to reconsider their position and choose "conform" rather 
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than "contact" thereby avoiding the Bosko reference. The point of review is to do 
substantial justice which thee choice of "conform" does.. 



As to the declarations, the Board stated on page 9: "[w]e agree that the 
declarations provide no comparison with the structure in the prior art and therefore 
present no evidence of how the claim is not obvious over the prior art." The 
declarations were not submitted to distinguish over the art but to show commercial 
success, i.e., acceptance by the public. Such a declaration under 37 CFR 1.132 is 
permissible for this purpose. Such a declaration is submitted "...to traverse the 
rejection. ..on a basis not otherwise provided for.." The declarations should be 
judged by whether or not they show acceptance by the public and not whether they 
define over the art. If the Bosko device where to be constructed and provided to, for 
example, a 70 year old women, she most certainly would not be able to place it 
between the two palms of her hands and raise the device above her head. She can 
with the device of the invention, and that is what the declarations are attesting to. 

The board is urged to give the noted declarations their proper weight and 
accept them as showing commercial success, i.e., acceptance by the public. 

Reconsideration by the full Board is respectfully requested. 



(3) 




Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 4, 2010 
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cusia 

;e -ACOUSi>5' • ^ ^* 

»Ud-3, a*lcli-\ n -S usu cap [prob. fr. It, {r. acuta 
no sharp), tr. L, ftm. of acutus] : acute mixture 
.3'kyUi'n(0s\ n -s Vacute + -ance'i '. a measure 
■ness or abmplDCSS of an edge in a photographic 

:yUt, usu -lid- + V\ adj, sometimes -ER/-E5r [L 
: part, of acuere to sharpen. U. acus needle; akin to 
:p — more at edge] 1 : ending in a sharp point 
a.t the end: as a. of an angle i measuring less than 
: not right or obtuse ^fences ... so laid out that 
ire avoided— Henry Wynmalen) — see ANGLE illus- 
oj a Jigure : marked by or composed of acute 
triangle) c oj a leaf apnx I abruptly pointed 
ing ■ 2 a : marked by keen shrewd discernment or 
perception csp. of subtle distinctions : penetrat- 
c of ^ judgment and refined sensibilities — Elinor 
: fame of an >—> thinker — V.L.Parrington> b : sens- 
iciving accurately, clearly, effectively, or sensitively 
er> <<— vision, the ability to see sharp instead of 
; uncommon ... in the animal kingdom — A.L. 
3 fit/ a sound : high in pitch : sharp, shrill <an 
felt, perceived, or experienced intensely or power- 
stench was ' — Norman Mailer) <the incident . . . 
cause . , . distress — Dorothy Saycrs) 5 a med 
.ctcrized by sharpness or severity <'~-pain) <'~-' infcc- 
/ a pathologic process : having a sudden onset, sharp 
:hort course <~ disease) inflammation) — op- 
:hronic (3) : for the treatment of acute diseases <an 
il) b : serious, urgent, and demanding attention 
id or aggravated nearly to a crisis, culmination, or 
joint <there was an shortage of houses after the 
-REME, SEVERE, CRITICAL B s. oj art accent mark 
he form ' b : marked with an acute accent <an ~ 
j4} C : of the variety indicated by an acute accent 
onation) 

riCAL, CRifciAL: ACiTTE most commonly indicates 
ition, sometimes rapid, of a situation demanding 
I showing signs of some definite resolution <intimately 
1 with Indian affairs was the pressing question of 

. . Pontiac's rebellion made the issue ocufe — S.E. 
k H.S.Commager) <when the food shortage became 
New Haven, the junior class of Yale College was 

Glastonbury — Amer. Guide Series: Conn.y critical 
ribc an approach to a crisis or turning point and may 
imminent outcome or resolution <;the war has reached 
'tical phase ... we have moved into active and con- 
attle — F.D. Roosevelt) <the critical lack of rubber in 
ar was finally beaten by the development of synthetic 
lants capable of turning out 1,000,000 tons a year 
's Yr. Bk,y CRUCIAL applies to an actual crisis situation, 
: viewed with fear, worry, or suspense, and implies a 
ensuing decisive or definitive outcome (a continuous 
1, punctuated by the sudden flaming or flowering of a 
loraent now and then — J.L.Lowes) <the next^/ew 
tre crucial. What we do now will affect our American 
ifc for decades to come — H. S.Truman) Syn see in 

SHARP 

'\ /I -s : an acute accent used to show that a vowel is 
ccd with a rise of pitch (as in ancient Greek), that a 
IS a certain quality (as over e in French), that a vowel 
IS in Hungarian), that a syllable has the highest degree 
(as in Spanish or in phonetic transcription), or that a 
:a word in an English context is not silent (as in mate) 
"\ vf -edAinG/-S [^ocure] : to mark with an acute 
pronounce with higher pitch <~' your inflection) 
idomen n : an acute intra-abdominal condition re- 
immediate operation 

;Oholisin n : an acute syndrome resulting from intoxi- 
jy excessive consumption of alcoholic drinks that is 
irized by depression of higher nervous osnters with 
oiled excitement often leadmg to stupor, incoordina- 
d impaired motor control and often nausea, de hydra - 
id other physical symptoms — distinguished from 
alcoholism 

sectrix n : the bisectrix of the acute angle formed by 
s of a biaxial crystal 

adv : in an acute manner : keenly, intensely 
ixture n : a compound organ stop sounding the higher 
lies and of bright quality — called also sharp mixture 
ess n -ES : the quality or state of being acute <~ of 
-F.A.Geldard) of intellect —Irving Kristol) ot 
—Irving Kolodin) 

allow atrophy n : a severe usu. fatal disorder in which 
T degenerates and is reduced in size as a result of toxic 
als, infection, or other agents 

omb Jorm [ML, fr. L acutus — more at acitte] : sharp* 
i <aci/f I foliate) : sharply angled (acufiplantar) 
ilan-tar Najkyild-s;-, -d-cJ-X adj [acuti- + plantar} oj 
birds : havmg the hinder part of the tarsus sharp 
— opposed to latiplartlar 

comb form focur*] ; acute and <acufo-gravc) : acutely 
•nodose) 

• ri palm \ ,a,kU*yare-\ n : grugru 

i wood n [AmcrSp acuyart, prob. fr. Carib acaiaraj : a 
nt wood obtained from a tree {Bursera altissima) of 

.a 

tbbr 1 aircraf tswoman 2 alternatina continuous wave 
c \(')a',slklik, -si-\ ad} [»a- + cyclic} 1 : not cyclic 
disposed in cycles or whorls : not occurring in cycles 
:m : having an open-chain structure; esp aliphatic 
; lacking regularly recurring population pulses — used 
f planktonic organisms . 

; machine n : a direct-current dynamo in which there is 
'ersal of current in the armature and no commutator and 
. in principle resembles the Faraday disk — called also 
7olar machine 

3 motion n : irrotational motion in which the velocity 
tial is single valued (as the rectilinear flow of a fluid) 
\'as4l, -,scl\ n -s [ISV acid -1- -yU prob- origi formed as 
yl} : a radical derived usu. from an organic acid by re- 
1 of the hydroxyl from all acid groups', esp : a radical (as 
>yl. adipoyi) derived from a carboxyiic acid and having 
incral formula RCO— in the cose of a monobasic acid 
«) — compare acyloxy 

al \*aS3,lal\ n -s [acyt 4- o/deh/de] : an acid derivative 
1 aldehyde or a ketone containing the grouping >C- 
ZKh or >C(OR>OOCR 

ami -no \,asal9'me(.)no, -'lama.noN adj lacy I + amino-l 
iting to or containing any radical (as acetamido) formed 
moval of one hydrogen atom from nitrogen in an organic 
amide and usu. having the general formula RCONH — 
•ase \*as3,las, -az\ n -s lacyl + -ase) : any of several en 
IS (as histozyme) that hydrolyzc acylated amino acids — 
5are carboxypeptioasb 

1-ate \'as3,lat\ vf -EDA1NO/-S lacyl + -alel X to introduce 
into 

l-ale \-,lat, -.I4t\ n -s lacyl + -ate} : a salt or ester of an 
nic acid <titantum ^j) 

• a-tion \,as3'lash3n\ n -s ; the act or process of acylating 
Ota \3'sil3wjn, -.wen; 'asa.Idin, .ass'losnN n -s CISV acyl 
mzoin} : an alpha-hydroxy ketone (as benzoin) of the gen- 
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and as- before s ^asselty and at- beforo t <a/tuoe) and ad- be- 
fore other sounds <acf nominal) <a^verbial) but sometimes ad- 
even before one of the listed consonants ^aifpro nominal) 
2 : near : adjacent to — in this sense always lo the form ad- 
<acforaI) <Q£frenaI> 
t-ad \ .ad. .aa(3)d, .3d\ n sujjlx -s [MF& L; MF -ade. fr. L -ad-, 
-as, fr, Gk -ad-, -as, fern, suffix denoting descent from or con- 
nection with} la: period of time (quinquenniii^f) b : group, 
aggregate, or unit of (so many) parts <quinta<f) c : clement, 
atom, or radical having (such or so great) a chemical valence 
<artia(f) <perissflrf) <dyo<f) 2 : epic of : poem celebrating 
{^Columbia*/) 3 tprob, fr. NL -ad-, -as (used as final element 
in botanical genus names), fr. Gk] : member of (such) a 
botanical group <magnotiaa) (moringorf) 4 : kind of plant 
or animal produced by or associated with (ecarf) (variad) 

— -ad.ic \;adik. -ek\ adj sufjix 

2 -ad \"\ adv sujjix [L adj biol I in the direction of : toward 

: -WARD <cephalad) <ventrarf) 
ad ahbr 1 adapted 2 administration 3 adult 
AD abbr 1 active duty 2 often not cap after date 3 air-dried 

4 alternate days 5 CL anno domint} in the year of our Lord 

— ktften printed in small capitals 6 ojten not cap [L ante 
diem} before the day 7 archduke 8 assembly district 
9 autograph document 10 average deviation 

ad ab-sur*dU2n \;ad3b's9rd9m\ atfv [LI : to the point of ab- 
surdity <not slavishly imitate it ad absurdum — Frank Weiten- 
kampi) 

adac*tyl>la \;a,dak'tilc3\ n -s INL, fr. ^a- -h -dactylia} : con- 
genital lack of fingers or toes 

adac-ty-lOUS \<')a;dakt3l3s\ adj i^a- + -dactytous} 1 : with- 
out fingers or without toes 2 : without claws on the feet — 
used of crustaceans 

tadad interj Cprob. by alter,] archaic X eoao 

3adad \'tt,dad\ n -% [prob. fr. Marshallese adSd^ a species of 
Triumjetta} I a^ coarse fiber made from the stems of pilewort 

adag abbr adagio 

iad>age \'adij, -cj\ n -S [MF, fr. L adagio, adagium. It. ad- -t- 
-a^io, -agium (akin to aio I say, fr. — assumed — OL agio) ; 
akin to Gk e he spoke. Arm asem I say] : a saying typically 
embodying common experience or observation often in meta- 
phorical form (as it is at ways darkest before the dawn) 
3 adage \4di4zh\ n -s [F, modif. of It adagio} Z ADACto 2 
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lada-giet.to \3,daje'cd.(,)o, a.-, -aih?- 
dim. of adagio} : a short adagio 



,ad3'je-\ 



S [It, 



sadagietto \"\ adv (or adj) tit, fr. adagietto, n.] : less slow 
than adagio — used as a direction in music 
tada-gto \3'dal(.)jo, a'daU*d4|.3'da|, l(.)zh5,jie,o,lzhe.o\ ady 
(or adj) [It, fr. ad, a to, at (fr. L ad) •+- agio ease, convenience, 
fr. Prov. aize comfort, fr. L adjacens, pres. part, of adJacSre to 
be near — more at at, ease] : slowly : in an easy graceful 
manner : in a tempo between largo and andante — used chiefly 
as a direction in music 

'adagio \"\ n -s [It, fr. adagio, adv.] 1 : a musical composi- 
tion or a movement or division of a composition in adagio 
tempo <the — of a symphony) 2 a : a series of sustained and 
perfectly controlled dance movements (as ballet exercises) 
displaying balance and grace b : a ballet duet by a man and 
woman or a ballet by a mixed trio displaying difficult feats of 
balance, lifting, or spinning; o£so : an acrobatic or ballroom 
duet with similar feats 

ada^ 71 -ES [L adagium} obs : i ADAGE 

adai \a'da\ n, pi adai \"\ or adaize \-ax\ usu cap CF, prob. 
fr. Caddo] 1 : a Caddo people of Louisiana 2 ; a member 
of the Adai people 

ada*lat Va'daUt. -ftl-\ or adaw-lut \-6l-\ n -s CHindi 'adSlat, 
fr. Ar, 'adSlat, *adalaft justice, etjuity] : any of several courts 
of justice operative in India until the late 18th century 

I ad- am \'ad3m\ n -s cap [after Adam, the fii^t man of the 
Bible, who sinned in the Garden of Eden (Gen 2 & 3), fr. 
ME, fr. LL, fr. Heb AdhSm} : the unregenerate nature of man 
: human frailty — used esp. in the phrase the old Adam <a good 
deal of the old Adam in the rascal) 

3adajn \"\ adj, often cap [after Robert Adam tl792 & James 
Adam tl794 Scottish architects and designers] 1 of furniture 
: designed in a late ISth century style resembling Sheraton 
but differing from it in greater preference for straight lines and 
decoration of surfaces (as by carving, inlaying, and painting) 
and in more consistent use of conventional designs (as fes- 
tooned garlands and medallions) and in occasional employ- 
ment of superimposed ornaments (as vases and urns) 2 of 
architecture : in a late 18th century style characterized by an 
ordered use of classic ornament derived from contemporary 
archaeological discoveries in Italy 

ad-a*man*cy X'adamanseX n -es l^adamant + -cy} : unyielding 
quality : condition or fact of being adamantine : stubborn- 
ness, OBSTINACY ? 

ad*am-and-eve \>*3n'(d)cv\ n ~s [so called fr. the resem- 
blance of the bulbs to human figures] : any of several plants 
of the genera Aconitum, Arethusa, Corallorhiza, Orchis, and 
Pulmonaria; esp : PtrrTYROOT ; 

iad*a*mant \ 'adamant also -,mant or -,maaC3)Dt\ n -s [ME, 
a fabulous mineral, diamond, lodestone, fr. OF, fr. L ada- 
mant-, adamas hardest iron or steel, diamond, fr. Gk] 1 : an 
imaginary stone of impenetrable hardness — formerly used of 
the diamond and other substances of extreme hardness 
2 ; an unbreakable or extremely hard substance <she became 

as rigid as ' J.C.Powys) <the sharp — of fate — Thomas 

Carlyle) 

^adamant \"\ adj : unshakable or immovable csp. in opposi- 
tion : ADAMANTINE against any ... game on Sunday 
— Archibald Marshall) : inflexible or insistent esp. in main- 
taining a position or opinion <was — that he was fit to go 
— Nevil Shute) — ad*a*mant.ly adv 

ad-a*tnaix-tane \,ad3'man,tan\ n -s [ISV ^adamant -f- -ane; 
prob. orig. formed as G adamantan} i a, crystalline higbo 
melting hydrocarbon CioHic having the carbon atoms of its 
skeleton in the same tricyclic pattern found in the space lattice 
of the diamond; symmetrical tricyclo-decane 

ad* a 'man •tine \,ad3'maD',tin, -en, ladalmani'nX adj [MEi fr. 
L adamantinus, fr. Gk adamantinos of steel, like a diarapnd.lfr. 
adamant- adamas steel, diamond] 1 : made of or having the 
quality of adamant (these '—gates — John MiUon) 2 : rigidly 
firm : UNYtELDiNO 3 : resembling the diamond in luster 
4 : of or relating to the enamel of the teeth 

adamantine drill n : a tubular well-drilling bit with hardened 
steel shot that revolve under the rim of the rotating tube 

ad>a-niaJi*U*no>ina \,ad9.mant'n'om3\<n, pt ad*a-man-ti- 
no-mas \-ms7\ also ad.a*nian.ti-no-ma'la \-m3d-3\ [NL, 
fr. E adamantine (of tooth enamel) NL -oma} X a tumor of 
the jaw derived from remnants of the embryonic rudiment of 
tooth enamel — ad-a>man.u<noin>a*toas \:i'«>.««;am9d-3s, 
-om-\ adj 

adamantlve adj l^adamant + -ive} obs : adamantine 

ad* a- man. to -blast V.ada'manta.blastV n -s [ISV adamant + 

-O- + -bloit} : AMELOSLAST _ 

ad*a-man*to-bla5*to*ma \,ad3;mant3,bla'stomA n -s [NL, 
fr. ISV adamantobiast + NL -oma} : adamantinoma 

adamantold n -s V adamant ■¥ -oid} obs : kexoctahedron 

ad*a*nia-wa-east*em \.ad3'maw3'-, -mai)5'-\ n, usu cap AdiE 
: a branch of the Niger-Congo language family including 
Ngbaka, San go, and Zande spoken from Camcroons eastward 
across French Equatorial Africa and northem Belgian Congo 

tad*ant-bu-la*cral \;a,damby3;iSkraI. -Iak-\ adj Cad- + NL 



>ad-ani-ite X'ada.mitV /i-s usu cap I Adam, the biblical first man 
+ E -ite} 1 ; a person who imitates Adam in going naked; 
specif : a member of any of various ascetic sects noted for prac- 
ticing ritual nakedness in secret religious assemblies and dis- 
pensing with marriage on the basis of having entered a reborn 
state of heavenly innocence 2 : a descendant of Adam : a 
human being 

ladamite \"\ adj, usu cap : of, relatiiig to, or descended from 
Adam 

dadamite \"\ also ad'ani'ine \ 'ads, men \ n -s ladamite, 
modif. (influenced by -ite) of F adamine, fr. Gilbert- Joseph 
Adam tl8Sl Fr. mineralogist + F -ine; adamine fr. F] : a 
mineral Zni(0H)As04 consisting of a basic zinc arsenate 
(hardness 3.5. sp. gr. 4.34-4.35) 

ad*ain>lt-lc \;ad3',mid-ik\ adj, usu cap i^adamite + -fc] : hav- 
ing the characteristics of or resembling Adam or the Adamites 
(in a state of nudity — Norman Douglas) 

ad>am>it>ism \*ad3,mid'jz3m\ n -s usu cap : the practice of 
going naked : a state of being unclothed 

adams pi of adam 

a dam's ale n, usu cap 1st A [after the biblical Adam: fr. its 
being provided by nature and thus presumably being the only 
drink in the Garden of Eden] ; water 

tadam's apple n, usu cap 1st A 1 ; plantain 2 : crape 
jasmine 3 : shaddock 1 

Madam's apple n, usu cap 1st A J trans, of NL pomum 
Adami, trans. of LHeb tappQah ha adhSm bodily protu- 
berance on a man, misinterpreted (because of double mean- 
ings in Heb) as the apple of Adam] : the projection formed 
by Che thyroid cartilage in the oeck particularly prominent to 
males — compare larynx 

adam'S cup n, usu cap A [so called fr. the shape of its leaves] 
: prrcHER plant a 

adam's Jig n, usu cap A : plantain 

adani's flannel n, usu cap A l&o called fr. the texture of the 
leaves] : mullein 

ad'ams.Jta N'adam.zItN n s [Roger Adams frl889 Am. 
chemist + E -ife] : a yellow crystalline arsenical CiiHgAsClN 
similar in action to diphenylchloroarsinc — called also 
diphenylaminechlorarsine. phenarsazine chloride 

adam's needle also adamas needle-and-thread n, usu cap A 
[so called fr. the shape of the fruits] 1 : any of several species 
of the genus Yucca 2 adam^s needles pi : lady's-comb 

adam's pitcher n, usu cap A : prrcHER plant a 

ada.na \;ad*n!a\ adj. usu cap [fr. Adana, Turkey] : of or from 
Adana, Turkey : of the kind or style prevalent in Adana 

ad- anal \(')a',dSn'l\ adj lad- -(- anal} ; near the anus 
setae) 

adance adj Va- -t- dance (v.)] : dancino 

adan<gle adj [la- + dangle (v.)] : dangling 

ad-an-sO'nia \,ad'n'son«, ,a,dan'-, -nyaV n, cap [NL, fr. 
Michel Adanson |1806 Fr. botanist + NL -ia} : a genus of 
trees (family Bombacaceae) having palmate ly divided leaves, 
white pendent flowers, and capsular fruits — see baobab, 
cream-of-tartar tree 

adap>i>dae \3'dap3,de\ n pi, cap [NL Adapid-, Adapts, typo 
genus -idae} : a family of extinct Icmuroid primates widely 
distributed in the northem hemisphere during the Eocene and 
generally considered to be ancestral to modern lemurs 

ad«a>pi5 \'adapds\ n, cap [NL] : a genus of primitive crested 
fossil lemurs from the Eocene of Europe 

1 adapt Na'dapt a ho a'-\ vfr -edZ-ingZ-s [F or L; F adapter, 
fr. L adaptare, fr. ad- -I- aptare to fit, fr. aptus fit — more at 
apt] yt 1 a : to make suitable or fit {as for a particular use, 
purpose, or situation) : fit, son (the toughness of the ma- 
terial — s it for many uses) b : to make suitable (for a new^ or 
different use or situation) by means of changes or modifica- 
tions <hc '^ed the novel for the stage) his instruction to 
meet individual needs — P.H.Furfey) 2 : to adjust (oncsclO 
to particular conditions or ways : bring (oneself) into 
harmony with a particular environment : acclimatize <I 
could myself to the isolated life —Ella E. Clark) <a given 
environment with organisms "^ing themselves to it — A.N. 
Whitehead) — vi : to become adjusted; specif : to bring one- 
self or esp. one's acts, behavior, or meotal state into harmony 
with changed conditions or environment (man '■^s socially 
to an increasingly complicated . . - culture — J.F.Brown) 

syn ADJuyr, accommodate, conform, reconcile: to adapt 
to something or to adapt one thing to another implies a suiting 
or fitting by alteration or modification (to see men only in 
terms of the geographical conditions to which they adapt 
themselves —Alfred Kazin) (our plans must change in adapt- 
ing to the new situations — Hugo Wall) (the inside walls are 
all movable so that the interior can easily be adapted to meet 
new requirements — London Calling^ To ADJUST lo something 
or to ADiLfST one thing to another usu. suggests no significant 
alteration or modification but rather a bringing into a corre- 
spondence or harmony, prearranged or clearly passible but 
not quite achieved previously (the main problem confronting 
the child is not yet to adjust to a cultural milieu but primarily 
to adjust to the rapidly changing phases of his biological 
growth — Franz Alexander) accommodate often suggests the 
special or transient adaptation of one thing to another or of 
two things to each other, implying a significant difference 
overcome ia a specially arranged, temporary, or expedient 
harmony (local building ordinances . . . nad been adjusted to 
accommodate the new materials and methods —Current Biog.} 
(a water trough long enough to accommodate the noses of a 
bamful of thirsting cows — Monsanto Mag.) (a school audi- 
torium must accommodate a large variety of acoustic activities 
— BulL of Amer. Inst, of Architects^ CONFORM implies the 
achievement of harmony or correspondence by compliance 
as with a preexisting pattern, form, or principle, sometimes 
carrying the implication of slavish compliance <to ensure that 
all work done conforms to the highest standards —Ivor Bul- 
roer-Thomas) (certain lies are indulged in to conform to 
etiquette — D.C.Buchanan) (unwilling to conform to Ameri- 
can ways —Oscar Handlin) To reconcile one thmg with aii- 
other or to reconcile two things, in the sense pertinent to this 
comparison, is to persuade oneself or others of the funda- 
mental congruity of things that are. or seem to be, incompatible 
or to adjust the two things so that they arc compatible ^recon- 
cile opposing points of view) ^we can reconcile naturalism or, 
if you please, materialism with the piety which has distin- 
guished genuinely spiritualistic views of life — M.R-Cohcn) 
(the critical judgment of those who are suspicious of "best 
sellers" and unwilling to reconcile excellence with public 
Uste — College English^ 

3 adapt adf, obs : prrrED, surrEo 

adapt »a.bil-i.ty \3,daptybil?d-c, (.)a.d-. -ate, -i\ n : the 
quality or state of being adaptable (the of the subject to 
varied art forms) (youth's — to new surroundings) 
adapt* able Xa'daptabal also a*-\ adj 1 : capable of being 
adapted or of adapting oneself <a frame to cloth bolts of 
various widths) (an '•^ person) 2 : suitable without change 
(soil and climate to growth of nut trees) Syn see plastic 
adap'tate Xa'dap.tSt, 'a,dap-\ vr. -ed/-ing/-s [L adaptatus, 
past part, of adaptare} : adapt p*. ,• 

ad-ap•ta'tion \,a,dap'tash3n oho .adap- or o.dap-N n -S [F. fr. 
ML adaptation-, adaptatio, fr. L adaptatus + -ion-, -to -ion] 
1 a : the act or process of adapting, ntting. or modifying (his 
ingenious of the electric cautery knife to . . . surgery — 
George Blumcr) <~ is a basic principle of applied design) 
b ; the state or condition of being adapted or adjusted or of 
" .~i^t» nf rlr.rirv- 



